
 

The Facey Group is an Association incorporated in Western Australia comprising broadacre farm businesses based in and  
around the Shire of Wickepin. The Group is committed to improving the economic, social and environmental sustainability of its members.  

It aims to access and provide knowledge to its members that will assist them in improving the profitability of existing enterprises  
while identifying and evaluating profitable additional enterprises. 

 

Sheep Forum 
News from the Sheep Forum held in 
early September. Pg 2 
 

PA workshop 
Pre- harvest yield mapping session. 
Pg2 
 

Beginners Grain Marketing 
This course will aim to give a basic 
understanding of the grain marketing 
with the anticipation of holding an-
other higher level workshop next 
year. Pg 3 
 
 

Facey Calender 
October 
13th Committee Meeting 
18th Drought reform session2 
19th Yield mapping workshop 
21st Grain marketing for beginners 
22nd Drought reform session 3 
27th Drought reform session 4 
 

November 
1st Drought reform session 5 
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The Facey Group would like to acknowledge and 
thank our valued sponsors Agrimaster, AWB Land-

mark, Ballard Seeds, Wickepin Rural Services,  AGT, 
CBH Group, CSBP, Syngenta, Tincurrin Rural  

Services, Pacific Seeds, Farmanco, Jilakin Downs, 
Viterra &  WFI. 

Farmers Still See Value in 

Rotation Demo  
The annual Facey Group Spring field day was held on the 
15th of September with over 80 people attending.  This year 
took a more relaxed tone allowing plenty of time to chat and 
catch up as farmers visited Mullan‟s Dudinin property and the 
Facey Group‟s main trial site south of Wickepin.  
 

 Highlights of the day included the Syngenta site, the EM38 
tent and the Facey Group‟s Rotations for Profit demonstra-
tion.  91% of participants said that the rotation demonstration 
provided valuable information to them as a grower.  Growers 
also indicated an interest in seeing how far the rotations can 
be pushed and felt that the independent regional aspect of 
the trial added to the sites on-going value.  The demonstra-
tion is in its 7th year with results being presented at the 2011 
March Trials presentation evening.  
 

Other highlights included the “hands on” presentation of the 

Integrated Pest Management demonstration which was 

hugely popular amongst the attendees along with the tyre 

kicking of Clinton Mullan‟s Marshall Multi Spreader which has 

been converted for variable rate use.  Many who attended 

looked forward to seeing works in precision agronomics, 

comparisons of varieties, soil wetter and chemical brands 

and timing to name a few.  The Facey Group are taking ex-

pressions of inter-

est from farmers 

who would like to 

host the satellite 

site in 2011.  If 

this appeals to 

you please call 

9888 1223. 
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Sheep Management Forum 
With direction from the group members feeling the pinch of the season the Facey 
Group developed a forum to assist growers in the decision process in regards to 
their stock. Poor pasture growth rate was apparent in the region and this  was 
shown directly through pasture growth rate maps for the week of the 22nd-28th of 
September 2010 we are achieving 0-10kg/ha/day pasture growth around Wickepin 
but in 2003 in the same week we were achieving 60/70kg/ha/day pasture growth.  
 
The agenda was set around animal health and nutrition plus management and mar-
keting options with industry experts invited to present to forty growers from around 
the region. Tim Watts a vet from the Pingelly area was first to set the scene around 
animal health and feeding management encouraging growers to carefully plan their available feed and se-
lection of breeding stock to keep on farm for next year‟s mating season. Early weaning was a definite must 
to maintain the health of the ewes in prep for the following year.  Tim was followed by James‟ Skerrit of 
Planfarm who discussed the available management options of supplement feeding, agistment and selling 
of sheep. Local Landmark livestock agent Ty Miller completed the night updating the growers on current 
available market options and also in the future.  
 
One attending grower said „the information presented helped reiterate what we had previously heard but 
drove us to take action and to make decisions early especially in regards to selling our sheep‟. The recent 
months have seen large number of sheep being trucked to the eastern states to take advantage of the 
season, it was reported in the Country Man that 72,533 sheep have crossed the WA border between the 
1st and 15th of September.   
 
The topic of discussion highlighted the local interest in the 
sheep industry and discussions were held between the atten-
dees into the early hours of the morning.  
 
Photo: Tim Watts presents to the audience. 

You are invited to attend a Pre-harvest Yield Mapping training 
session 

  

Tuesday 19th October, Wickepin Community Centre, Time: 9am-12pm 
Please RSVP by 14th Oct. 

 
In the session you will learn: 

The use and benefits of  yield maps 
Tips for calibrating yield monitors and data management 
Basic skills to use your yield mapping software to prepare 
yield maps and identify management zone 

  
Trainers include - Precision Agriculture researchers and your 
local machinery dealers. 
  
Contact the Facey Group for a registration form or more  
information 9888 1223.  
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From the Office Felicity Astbury 

Welcome to the September/ October edition of the 
Facey Group Newsletter. I am sure I am not telling 
you anything new when I say it has turned out to be 
a very trying season for growers in our region. We 
had no way of predicting back in June when I was 
writing the last newsletter that we would be in this 
position come September.  In response to this the 
Facey Group has been busy adjusting our work-
shop delivery to reflect this. Through direct input 
from our members, a Sheep Management Forum 
was designed and delivered to growers in the re-
gion in September, to assist in the decision making 
of sheep producers moving forward through this 
tight season with our valuable livestock. A full re-
port is above, for those interested in a copy of a 
very important DAFWA produced resource “ Feed-
ing and Managing Sheep in  Dry Times please con-
tact the office and Maree or myself can assist you 
anyway we can. 
 

Another “dry season” activity that is in full swing in 
our area is the Drought Reform Pilot, you may be 
aware that in May this year, the West Australian 
and Federal Government‟s announced a program 
aimed at preparing farm businesses, families and 
rural communities for the difficulties of variable sea-
sons. The pilot has three broad objectives: to 
strengthen farm businesses, sustain farming fami-
lies and to build resilient rural communities. It is all 
about preparation and helping to build strong and 
durable businesses, families and communities in-
stead of waiting for a crisis and reacting after the 
fact. The Facey Group is facilitating about 28 farm 
businesses as they take part in this program hope-
fully proving to the Federal Government how proac-
tive growers in our region are.  There is also plenty 
of local flavor on the newly established Dry Sea-
son‟s Advisory Committee with Shire President 
Steve Martin and RRR Network representative 
Natalie Manton. This Advisory committee will aim 
to provide advice to the state government on meas-
ures that could be put into place to assist farmers, 
pastoralists and rural communities to respond to 
the impact of the poor season that is being experi-
enced. Well done to Steve and Nat and we wish 
them all the best with this monumental task. If there 
is a particular issue affecting you and your busi-
ness that you would like addressed please contact 
the Facey Group office for assistance. 
 

Looking forward we have a Pre Harvest Precision 

Agriculture workshop and Grain Marketing for Be-

ginners workshop, please read further in this news-

letter for more information. And for some good 

news, I am sure all of the Facey Group members, 

partners and supporters will join me in congratulat-

ing Carmen and Scott Bayley and Gerri and Wade 

Hinkley on the impending arrivals of their babies… 

both due early in the new year, wonderful news for 

the families involved and of course the future of the 

Tincurrin Primary School.  Best of luck to you all 

with the upcoming harvest and I really hope there 

is some positive surprises for you all when you put 

your comb‟s in.   

Beginners Grain Marketing 
Workshop 

This course will aim to give a basic understanding 
of the grain marketing with the anticipation of hold-
ing another higher level workshop next year. The 
course is perfect for anyone who has wanted to do 
something similar to the Ladies Grain Marketing 
workshops. 

  

21st October 2010 at the Wickepin 
Community Centre. 

  

 Structure of the Grains Industry ð Past 

and Present 

 Grain Production in WA 

 Global Grain Production and how does 

that Impact WA Growers 

 Where WA grain fits on the International 

Market ð volume & quality 

 What makes up Price? 

 Grain Selling Options 

 Comparing Prices - Pools vs. Cash 

 Formulate your own marketing plan 
  

 RSVP to the Facey Group, 

14th of October 2010 on 9888 

1223.  



To some it may seem a long time away, to others it 
may be just around the corner, but the decision 
about who takes over ownership and management 
of the family business is today one of the most criti-
cal faced by rural farming families in Australia.  
  
The message is that while it‟s never too soon to 
start planning, the longer you leave it, the tougher it 
becomes and the fewer options you have. Farmers 
can find themselves forced by circumstance into 
decisions that don‟t necessarily meet their needs or 
those of others in the family.  Establishing a plan for 
succession of ownership is essential to provide cer-
tainty for the future. 
  
In most cases, the parents want to keep the busi-
ness alive.  There is a strong attachment to the 
land, to the history of the farm, and a sense of duty 
to past generations. 
With the continuing demands for economies of 
scale, most farmers need to increase their wealth 
significantly each generation to support themselves 
and to provide sufficient assets for continuing busi-
ness viability.  Where planning is done on the run – 
following a family crisis, or the reading of a will – 
decisions are likely to be reactive.  
  
Rabobank‟s Succession Planning team has built a 
strong track record in recent years helping farming 
families throughout Australia resolve these issues.  
We remain the only bank in Australia offering this 
service.  Our facilitators help farming families take 
each step through the planning process, facilitating 
family discussion about the options available and 
working with other professionals involved in the 
business with the aim of delivering a positive out-
come for all the family members. 
  
The facilitation role reduces this stress in family 
communication. 
The process is relatively straightforward. It takes 
around a day to conduct the initial meeting and 
questionnaires are issued beforehand to all stake-
holders to help the facilitator understand in advance 
the kind of issues that are likely to be raised.  
  
Common issues include estate planning, retirement 
planning, entry and exit strategies and valuing indi-
vidual contributions.   Each family succession plan 
is different as each families needs are different.  It‟s 
about putting a timeline in place – not necessarily 
making immediate changes.  Decisions made by a 
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child to return to the farm or making the commit-
ment to marry and live on the farm will be impor-
tant triggers to undertake succession planning as 
this may create issues of equity that need to be 
resolved quickly. 
  
The world‟s leading food and agribusiness bank, 
Rabobank is one of Australia and New Zealand‟s 
largest rural banks and a major provider of corpo-
rate financial services to the region‟s food and ag-
ribusiness sector. To find out more about its prod-
ucts and services, visit the Rabobank website: 
www.rabobank.com. Or visit Phil or John at the 
Narrogin branch. 

 
Dear Facey Member, 
 
We are pleased to introduce 
Summit Fertilizers‟ newest 
team member and your Area 
Manager for the Kulin, 
Wickepin, Dumbleyung, Kent & 
Lake Grace West Shires – 
Mike Saunders. 
  
Mike joins Summit with a solid 
background in agriculture and a 
wealth of experience under his belt. He comes 
from a farming background in Zimbabwe and has 
a Bachelor of Agricultural Management from the 
University of Natal, South Africa. Michael immi-
grated to Australia in 2006 and has been dealing 
with rural merchandise and agronomy in the Upper 
Great Southern for the past four years. Mike is well 
placed to step into the role of Summit Fertilizers 
Area Manager based at Lake Grace. 
  
Mike brings a wealth of life experience and Agro-
nomic knowledge to the job and will be a great as-
set to farmers in his region.  Mike is very keen to 
begin being of service to customers and will make 
contact with you soon.  Mike‟s contact number is 
0427 083 820. 
  
Yours sincerely 
 

Frank Ripper 
Executive Sales Manager.   

Planning to keep it in the family? 

http://www.rabobank.com/


Meet AGT with Nick Joyce 
Firstly I would like to say how pleased AGT are to 
become a sponsor of the Facey Group in 2010, and 
that we look forward to working with you into the 
future. 
  
AGT and its predecessors have had a long term 
commitment to breeding wheat varieties delivering 
benefits for WA growers.  Prior to the formation of 
AGT, the history in our breeding program has deliv-
ered popular varieties in W.A. such as Halberd, 
Spear, Machete, Stiletto & Yitpi just to name a few.  
AGT formed in 2002 and started consolidating 
more than 130 years of wheat breeding activities 
formerly managed by the University of Adelaide at 
both Roseworthy and Waite campuses, the Victo-
rian Department of Primary Industries at Horsham, 
Sydney University at Narrabri, Queensland Depart-
ment of Primary Industries at Towoomba, NSW De-
partment of Primary Industries at Wagga Wagga 
and Grain Biotechnology Australia.  Since 2002 we 
have released 29 new wheat varieties Australia 
wide.  The varieties of note recently for the West 
since the inception of AGT include Espada, Gla-
dius, Katana and Mace.  
  
Currently in W.A. we have wheat breeder Kevin 
Young and his team based in Esperance. In 2011 
wheat breeder, Jason Reinheimer will move across 
from the Roseworthy operation to commence 
breeding for the West from a base in the north/
central wheat belt.  This basically means that AGT 
are investing heavily in W.A to bring quality new 
wheat varieties suited to the needs of both the WA 
growers and the export market. 
  

Improved Seed Access 
What many growers are unaware of is the option to 
trade seed of our varieties under the AGT Seed 
Sharing Licence Agreement. Growers who have 
purchased seed of AGT varieties from a recognised 
retailer have or will be offered the legal right, under 
the terms of a Licence Agreement, to sell or trade 
grain to other growers for use as seed under our 
Seed Sharing model.  The terms of that trade are 
completely up to the growers involved but it is es-
sential to note that no seed can be legally traded 
without the return of a completed AGT Seed Shar-
ing Agreement form. 
  
This model was created to improve grower access 
to new varieties and essentially provides a legal 
license for growers to trade seed with other grow-
ers. To date this model has proven very popular 
with growers.   
  
AGT Varieties to watch out for in the 2010 NVT tri-
als 
I know it has been a very tough season this year in 
Wickepin and also the surrounding districts.  The 
last thing that may be on your mind is new wheat 
varieties in 2011.  However please keep an eye on 
the NVT results to look for the next genetic gain in 
productivity through released and soon to be re-
leased wheats. 
  
RAC1569- High yielding (AH or APW) early matur-
ing variety with very stable yields regardless of the 
finish.   
  
RAC1412- Mid to late APW variety with a robust 
disease package.  A good option for frost prone 
areas and internal trials indicate useful tolerance to 
pre harvest sprouting. 
  
Three new double gene Clearfield® wheats with 
improved crop safety to be called Clearfield® Plus 
  
· RAC1683- Mid season (likely) AH with a good dis-
ease package that shows highest relative yields in 
medium to high rainfall zones 
· RAC1671R- Mid to late season (APW or AH) line 
with excellent vigour and a good disease package 
RAC1669R- Mid season (APW or AH) line with a 
good disease package that yields well in tight fin-
ishes 
  
For any further information or just a general chat 
please feel free to contact me on my mobile- 0488 
303 070 or email- nick.joyce@ausgraintech.com  

 

Facey Group Newsletter 

Articles and results in the newsletter are the property of the authors. They may only be reproduced in any form with  
permission from the author. It is recommended that readers obtain specific, independent professional advice.  

5 

Meet Australian Grain Technologies with Nick Joyce 

mailto:nick.joyce@ausgraintech.com
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Farm Water Supply Planning 
Scheme and Farm Water Rebate 
Scheme Information for appli-
cants ï 2010 
This scheme aims to encourage com-
mercial farmers in dryland agricultural 
areas (less than 600 mm average an-
nual rainfall) to participate in a compre-
hensive farm water supply planning 
process. This planning process provides 
farmers with recognised water conser-
vation and management principles and 
a robust framework on which to base 
water resource management decisions. 
The FWRS builds on this by offering 
rebate incentives for claimable on-farm 
water supply improvements (which are 
identified during the planning process).  
If this appeals to you please contact the 
Facey Group for more information. 
  

RIRDC Awards 
Nominations are now open for the 
RIRDC Rural Women‟s Award, with 
women working in agriculture, natural 
resource management and other related 
service industries encouraged to enter.  
The award recognises and encourages 
the vital contribution women make to 
rural Australia. Grower group leaders 
took out the top two places last year, 
winner Sue Middleton of West Midlands 
Group and runner up Erin Gorter of 
Southern DIRT, Evergreen Farming and 
QLamb.  The winner receives a $10,000 
bursary to develop their skills and con-
tribute to leadership and decision mak-
ing in the agricultural industry. Applica-
tions close 15th October. To nominate 
or for more information, contact Katrina 
Hayes, P: 9368 3182, or visit 
www.ruralwomensaward.gov.au 
  

Have your say on MLA investment 
priorities 
MLA have commissioned a project to 
look at its feedbase investment strategy 
(the feedbase includes introduced and 
native pastures, fodder crops, dual pur-
pose crops herbs and fodder shrubs) for 
the next 10 years.  Complete a short 
survey on investment priorities here, or 
contact the project team, E: pas-
tures@msanda.com.au.  

Committee 
President: Clinton Hemley 
Vice President: Wade Hinkley 
Secretary: Shane Hill 
Treasurer: David McCarthy 
 
David White 
Tim Fleay 
Gary Lang 
Audrey Bird 
Shaun Wittwer 
Megan Chadwick 
Graeme Manton 
Scott Bayley 

Facey Group 
PO Box 129,  
Wickepin WA 6370  
 
Ph: (08) 9888 1223, 
admin@faceygroup.asn.au   
www.faceygroup.asn.au 

Mon 11th  
Toolibin Community Consulta-

tion Tour 
Wickepin 

9888 1223, 
eo@faceygroup.asn.au 

Wed 13th  Committee Meeting - Yealering Wickepin 
9888 1223, 
eo@faceygroup.asn.au 

Fri 15th  Wickepin Landmark Sale Ty Miller  

Mon 18th  CBH Grower Meetings - Wickepin 
CBH 

Group 
Corrigin CBH 9063 3100 

Mon 18th  Drought Reform Pilot Session 2 Wickepin 
9888 1223, 
eo@faceygroup.asn.au 

Tue 19th  Pre-harvest Yield Map training Wickepin 
9888 1223, 
eo@faceygroup.asn.au 

Thur 21st  Beginners Grain Marketing Wickepin 
9888 1223, 
admin@faceygroup.asn.au 

Fri 22nd  Q-Lamb AGM   

Fri 22nd  Drought Reform Pilot Session 3 Wickepin 
9888 1223, 
eo@faceygroup.asn.au 

Wed 27th  Drought Reform Pilot Session 4 Wickepin 
9888 1223, 
eo@faceygroup.asn.au 

Mon 1st 

Nov  
Drought Reform Pilot Session 5  Wickepin 

9888 1223, 
eo@faceygroup.asn.au 

October 

Congratulations Karen White and Jillian Tilbrook on their 
winning entries in the Syngenta Facey Group Calendar 

Competition 

mailto:pastures@msanda.com.au
mailto:pastures@msanda.com.au

