Opportunities for Grazing

Facey Group Farmer Demonstration

Aims / Objectives:

e To graze cereals to a critical growing point and at a stocking rate without compromising yield.
e To use stock grazing to manipulate the flowering window while deferring grazing on pastures
e To observe which standard variety of wheat performs better under winter grazing.

Background:

The grazing of cereal crops is a common occurrence within the eastern states with the aim of shifting the flower-
ing window of crops to reduce the risk of frost damage whilst also getting the benefit of quality feed for stock whilst
pastures have time to establish.

Therefore this demonstration was established within the region, it must be noted that this is a demonstration and
not a scientific trial therefore learnings must be used by
individuals in the context of their own business.

Soil Type: Sandy Loam
Sowing Date: 26.05.09 (90kg Seed with 100kg Agras)
Previous Crop: Pasture

Treatments:

The demonstration site was split into two 3.5ha pad-
docks with the top section of paddock being grazed at
30 DSE and the lower section at 20 DSE.

Control

Chemicals: 26.05.09 with Glyphosate 1 Litre, Diuron
350 grams and Cypermethrin. Fertiliser top-dressed at
two different rates at 50kg and 100kg/ha of urea to test
growth difference.
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Stock

Black Tag Hoggets with an average weight of 32.56kg
prior grazing and an average condition score 2.5.The
mob was divided into three groups with one grazing an
adjacent pasture whilst the other two grazed the cereal
crop at 30 & 20 DSE. The control strip in the centre of
the paddock was fenced off to allow monitoring of node

presence as this is when livestock must be removed I:I 50 kg/Urea
from the paddock to avoid yield penalty. Pasture cages |:| 100 kg/Urea
were also positioned in the pasture to allow compari-
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