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Frost in Foresight at Spring Field Day

Over 100 farmers and industry trekked three different

| ocations at the Facey Groupdés annual Spring Field

Day last Wednesday. Farmers particularly enjoyed

the afternoon trial and demonstration circuit at the

groupbs satellite site east of Cuballing, 192 kil ometres
south east of Perth. The highlights of the circuit were

the DAFWA frost trial and the soil health tent.

Farmers were keen to learn more about the technology
and varieties employed at the frost site. Dr Ben Bid-

dul ph recently said 6the project builds on South Austra-
lian and Queensland work on frost toleranced while
hoping his results wildl il ead to a better understanding

of the mechanisms required for plant breeders to de-

vel op more frost Fanmeitseomant varieties. o
mented that they liked that the trial had a notable vis-

ual difference. Farmers were keen to have a close up

inspection of the the Japanese varieties that were

seeded alongside the WA common barley varie-

ties. Facey members are especially keen to see this type of

research continue as the results have a huge potential to

help increase on farm profits in the future.

The second highlight on the afternoon circuit was the Avon
Catchment Council éds Farm Pr a o
tent. Vivian Vanstone and Dominie Write from DAFWA took G iy,
farmers through spotting and sampling potential nematode
and rhizoctonia problems. The session looked different soil
born diseases and how to limit problems through rotation
choice. The satellite site also hosted trials and demonstra-
tions from Landmark, Syngenta, Ballards Seeds, CSBP and
a soil health tent.

The Facey Groupds nationall y .,
trial continues to be a success at the field day. More farmers '/,
are keen to see profit and weed count results from rotation
trials into the future. A recent scoping study by the group has | ““'
looked at how to grow the project into the future, with much
feedback sought from farmers at the field day.

Facey Group Executive Officep
tinued success of the field day has allowed farmers in the
region to access information that was local, current, and rele- oL
vant, enabling them to adopt practices which they saw as
beneficial and which would increase their production, result-
i ng i n i ncr &essltsflomphe feeld day will bée h
available at the groupbs Tr i
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The Facey Group would like to acknowledge and
thank Agrimaster, AWB, Landmark, Ballard Seeds,
CBH Group, CSBP, Syngenta, Elders, Farmanco,
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