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News & Updates

Trials Presentation Night Success

Farmers from the Wickepin region have prepared themselves for the coming sea-son after attending the annual Facey
Group Trials Presentation Evening on March 5th. Over 100 farmers, Facey members & sponsors and industry profes-
sionals en-joyed presentations on last year's trials results and the forecasts for the year ahead.

Members were keen to see the results from the trials they had seen in September at the Facey Group Spring Field day
and the Spring Field walk. The Facey Group Claying Trial which is supported by SWCC and DAFWA was presented by
Facey Group Sustainable Agriculture Coordinator Maree Heenan. Claying is commonly used in the eastern Australia
broadacre agriculture regions.

Participants enjoyed a update on the livestock year ahead from Landmark Live-stock Agent, Mike Curnick. Mr Curnick
has a reputation in the local area for his commitment, reliability and illustrated the importance of keeping sheep in the

equation. Mr Curnick kept participants laughing as he noted that all the frosted sheep last year would make it hard for

farmers to see the benefit of diversifying.

The global economic environment & impacts on agriculture presented by Craw-ford Taylor, the State Manager for the
Rural Division of RaboBank in Western Australia also looked at the future of agriculture. Mr Taylor was positive about
the agricultural industries buoyancy in the coming years. Landmark agronomist Kent Stone also hoped for a positive
year for the cropping season, though he advised farmers to watch out as disease is expected to be an issue.

Also focusing on the positive future of farming was guest speaker Dr Allan Mayfield who travelled from Hart, South
Australia. Dr Mayfield illustrated the importance of precision agriculture in the future direction of agriculture.

One of the key notes from his presentation was how farmers learn more from each other than any other means and
should work together to advance the technologies and practices used in broadacre agriculture.
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